Abstract. Recent discoveries of pre-trilobite shelly fossils indicate the basal Cambrian boundary in the White-Inyo Mountains of California and in Esmeralda County, Nevada, should be placed below the Upper Member of the Reed Formation. The underlying Wyman Formation has been thoroughly pro spected but has yielded only questionable simple traces. The lower boundary of the Cambrian therefore lies at or above the top of the Wyman Formation. Member boundaries within the Reed Formation are not present throughout the areal distribution of the formation and, where present, are diachronous. There fore, no suitable position for the boundary exists within the Reed Formation. Shelly fossils appear to be absent from the Middle and Lower Members of the Reed Formation, but this probably reflects local paleoenvironments and not the age of the formation. Therefore, we place the basal boundary of the Cambrian System in the White-Inyo region at the contact between the Wyman and Reed Formations.
Introduction
The thick, well exposed suite of Lower Cambrian strata that crops out in the White-Inyo Mountains of California and in Esmeralda County, Nevada, has long been considered one of the best developed basal Cambrian sections in North America. WALCOTT (1908 WALCOTT ( , 1912 desig-
